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Accreditation Visit Recap
Miramar College went through its accreditation review and 
team visit the week of March 13-16. The 11-person visiting 
team spent 4 days on campus meeting with college faculty, 
staff and students. There were two open forums and over 
two dozen committee and individual meetings. On March 
16, the visiting team issued their exit report. Team Chair, 
Dr. Glenn Roquemore summarized the team’s observation 
during the visit by saying, “The visiting team had a wonderful 
experience at Miramar College and were impressed at 
what a wonderful learning environment this is.”

He commended the production and presentation of 
the Self-Evaluation Report and went on to present 

the preliminary findings highlighting the following 
recommendations and commendations for the College:

College recommendations for improvement (8) 
The College needs to:

1.  engage administrative, instructional, and student services 
divisions in program review to address how well 
program missions align with the college mission.

2.   analyze learning outcomes assessment results by the 
meaningful dis-aggregation of data by sub populations of 
students, instructional tutorial delivery methods.

3.   develop a procedure for evaluating its program review 
process for student services, administrative services, and 
instructional services to ensure their effectiveness for 
supporting academic quality.

4.  identify and regularly assess learning outcomes for all 
courses.

5.  publish a two-year course sequence in the course 
catalog.

6.  improve assessment for all student and academic 
support services and implement assessment tools in 
addition to the 3-year student feedback survey that the 
college currently uses.

7.  align its plans for technology support staffing needs with 
its capital improvement projects.

8.  follow through on its actionable improvement plans and 
action projects to better assess its shared governance 
procedures.

College Commendations (13) 
The College is commended for:

1.  its vibrant and attractive campus life that engages 
student learning and creates a sense of community and 
belonging.

2.   strategic plan, strategic plan assessment scorecard, 
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setting targets and the mapping of strategic plan 
benchmarks through committees and plans for using 
data for planning and decision making in a way that is 
easy consumed.

3.  commitment to continuous quality improvement, 
dialogue and collaboration. The loss momentum 
framework has changed the culture of evidence based 
on decision making, integration and continuous quality 
improvement.

4.  the passport to success program that provides a 
transfer pathway to students that is developed by 
students.

5.  commitment to students and willingness to collaborate 
and work together across disciplines to engage and 
serve students.

6.  progress on improving teaching and learning for its 
distance learning students

7.  diverse and successful CTE programs and its focus on 
building infrastructure and expanding program options 
and improving outcomes.

8.  library, audio visual and learning support systems for its 
proactive approach to enrich the learning environment 
and improve equity.

9.  earning the 2016 5-star chapter designation for Beta 
Iota Lambda Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa.

10.  winning the RP Group Excellence in Planning award for 
the student success framework in long term planning.

Finally, the college president must be commended 
for:

13.  a style of leadership that actively welcomes and engages 
everyone in the advancement of the college’s mission 
and service to the community.

There were no recommendations for compliance in the 
preliminary report.

No doubt, the College impressed the 2017 accreditation 
visiting team and provided many best practices for the 
team members to bring back to their colleges to emulate. 
Congratulations to the College for a job extremely well 
done!

The next step is for the visiting team chair to work with the 
team members and coordinate with the District team chair 
to finalize the preliminary report. A copy of the report will 
be sent to President Hsieh and she will be asked to correct 
any “errors of fact”. Once that is completed, the report 
will be submitted by the visiting team chair to ACCJC 
(Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior 
Colleges).

The ACCJC will meet in June 2017 to decide the College’s 
Accreditation status, and the College will be notified 30 
days after the meeting.

College Wide Planning Summit
The annual College Wide Planning Summit held March 
3 was another HUGE success! This year’s Summit was a 
showcase of what the College has achieved in the planning 
process due to the faculty and staff ’s superior work. The 
goal of this year’s Summit was to validate the College’s 
commitment to student success through a culture of 
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action. “Best Practices” presentations included: Miramar 
Outreach Presents Jet-StREAM (Randy Claros and Sarah 
Haddad); Course Guidance and Course Planning (Gene 
Choe); The Astronomy Research Seminar (Jae Calanog); 
Sharing Resources with Blackboard (Francois Bereaud); 
Critical Thinking for Learning (David Mehlhoff); Tracking 
Students After Program Completion (Gene Choe); and 
Collaboration Among Divisions (Brett Bell).

Astronomy Students Published
The two teams from Miramar College that won both first 
and second place at last October’s San Diego Astronomy 
Research Seminar will have their peer review papers 
published. Their work will appear in the July and October 
2017 issues of the Journal of Double Star Observations. 
Back in October 2016, the teams presented their Binary 
Star proposals which detailed how each team would 
observe a star over the Fall 2016 semester, and their 
timeline for doing so. The two teams, made up of seven 
Miramar College students, outranked of all off the other 
San Diego colleges, high schools, and middle schools that 
participated.

Judge Curiel Visit
The Honorable Judge Gonzalo Curiel spoke to the Miramar 
College Law & Justice Society on March 1. His talk was 
covered by the San Diego Union-Tribune. To read the 
coverage, click here.

Men’s Volleyball Ranked
For the first time in program history, the Miramar College 
men’s volleyball is ranked in the State’s Top 10. For the 
week of March 13, the Jets were ranked 9th with their 5-4 
start to the season. This is just the third season of men’s 
volleyball at the College.

Biomanufacturing & Love
The California Economic Summit published a story 
about Miramar College student Michael De Hoyos, 
who went from dead end job to being employed in the 
biomanufacturing field. Along the way, he met the love of 
his life. Click here to read his story.

PTK All-Academic Team
Miramar College students Jane Ly and Jeremy Mazur were 
named to the Phi Theta Kappa 2017 All-California Academic 
Team. Ly made Team 1 while Mazur made Team 3. The pair 

Team StarKasm from left to right: Kelvin Nguyen, Ariane Nazemi, 
Sibi Radhakrishnan and Max Schoenbrunner.

Team PWAK from left to right: Parth Korat, William Vazquez, Mesa 
student Alex Beltzer-Sweeney and Kyle Correia.

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/courts/sd-me-curiel-talk-20170301-story.html
http://caeconomy.org/reporting/entry/san-diego-community-college-gives-biomanufacturing-student-a-competitive-ed
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was in Sacramento on Thursday, March 23 to accept their 
honors presented by the Community College League of 
California. Ly is studying biology at Miramar College with 
hopes of transferring to Stanford University to become a 
nurse. Mazur is a history major who is hoping to transfer to 
San Diego State University in the fall. He hopes to one day 
teach history at the community college level.

Eat with Us
Student Affairs and Associated Student Government 
hosted their second “Eat with Us” lunch on March 24 from 
11—1. The event drew almost twice as many students as in 
February, and the pizza was gone within an hour! Students 
were told the food is free—they just had to stay and eat 
with us! An intense game of Monopoly was played. Join us 
next time for food and fun! This event was organized by 
Joseph Hankinson and Ricardo Marin III

QUICK HITS
Science Festival
Over 400 attendees visited campus on March 11 for the 
annual Science Festival. This event’s success is indicative 
of the passion of the students, staff, faculty and the 
administration of Miramar College to provide STEM based 
opportunities to the community.
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Maduli-Williams Wins 
CATESOL Award
English professor Denise Maduli-
Williams is the winner of the 
new Ron Lee Technology award. 
Denise has been teaching ESOL 
and English for more than 
two decades. Her passion is 
educational technology, which she 
enthusiastically integrates into all of her classes.

Student to Present at HTCC
Miramar College student Melanie Helene has been 
accepted to the Honors Transfer Council of California 
(HTCC) 17th Annual Research Conference. Over 300 
students from 31 California community colleges will be 
presenting their research at U.C. Irvine on Saturday, April 
1. These students faced a very competitive application 
process and their abstracts were judged to be superior. 
Helene will present the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo: 
Is Botiller v. Dominguez significant as possibly the first 
documented case of gender discrimination against a female 
landowner in the United States?

Outreach Visits Gulls Game
Our Outreach Team spent Saturday, March 25 at 
AlumniFest held at the San Diego Gulls hockey game. 
Miramar College alum Catherine O’Neil represented the 
College by being named celebrity Zamboni driver between 
periods.

PEOPLE
The Biology Department is happy 
to welcome Professor Ana L. 
Dowey as an assistant professor 
in the biology department and the 
director for the Medical Technology 
Training Program. Prior to coming 
to Miramar, she had been an 
adjunct professor at Palomar 

College, Mesa College, and CSUSM.

The math department is thrilled to 
welcome Cheryl Vallejo as a full 
time faculty member. Cheryl comes 
to Miramar with many years of 
adjunct experience at several local 
colleges. In all of her assignments, 
Cheryl has shown great passion 
for teaching mathematics at many 

levels and getting involved in department efforts. She has 
written curriculum for new basic skills courses at Cuyamaca 
College, served on the boards of statewide professional 
organizations, and has been a lead 
for our hands-on activities initiative 
in our basic skills classes.

The Exercise Science Department 
is excited to welcome to its faculty 
Dr. Mardi Parelman. She received 

her B.S. in 

Communication and Performance 
Studies from Northern Michigan 
University and her M.S. in Human 
Nutrition from Kansas State 
University. Matthew Cain begins 
his first year as an assistant 
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professor of Exercise Science at San Diego (SD) Miramar 
College. He is currently working on his Ph.D. in Exercise 
Science – Health and Human Performance through 
Concordia University Chicago. Matthew is a certified 
strength and conditioning specialist (CSCS), and has served 
as a strength and conditioning coach at multiple levels, 
including public and private sectors.

The School of Public Safety is pleased to announce the 
hiring of Lisa Howard as the new 
clerical supervisor. Howard spent 
over 8 years with the San Diego 
Police Department, with her final 
position as a clerical supervisor. 
She has also worked at both Cal 
State San Marcos and San Diego 
State University as a program 
coordinator.

Jason Librande’s small grant to the California Native Plant 
Society, San Diego Chapter has been approved by their 

board members! The Society has agreed to provide $500 
to purchase information signs to install for native plants 
around our campus. LiBrande believes this will be a great 
curricular tool, as well as a way to promote sustainability on 
our campus.

Alan Viersen is the elected chairperson for the business 
department effective July 1, 2017.  Viersen is currently a 
professor of accounting and brings significant experience to 
his role.

The Counseling Department is pleased to announce that 
Martin Moss has been elected department chair for the 
2017-2019 term.

Francois Bereaud has been re-elected as the math 
department chair, with Julia McMenamin as assistant chair.

Eileen Fuerte has been selected our new senior student 
services assistant in the Miramar College Evaluations Office.
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Want to know what’s going on?
Check “all” or search by category in the Master Calendar: Athletics, Civic Center Activities (campus rentals), Community Events, 
Hourglass Complex, Internal College Activities, Student Activities, Student Services at www.sdmiramar.edu/calendar.

Stay informed…
Committee agendas, minutes and reports can be found at www.sdmiramar.edu/faculty/governance. College Executive 
Committee (CEC) meetings are open to all interested parties.

EVENTS

Late Start 8-Week Classes Begin
April 3

Men’s Volleyball vs. Palomar
April 5 • 6:00pm • Hourglass Fieldhouse

Learn to Lead Workshop
April 6 • 2:00pm – 3:00pm • Room K1-211

Miramar Scholarship Award Ceremony
April 12 • 1:00pm – 4:00pm • Room L-105

Withdrawal Deadline
April 14

Men’s Volleyball at Grossmont
April 15 • 6:00pm

Learn to Lead Workshop
April 20 • 2:00pm – 3:00pm • Room K1-211

Sports Banquet
April 28 • 6:00pm • Stone Ridge Country Club in Poway

Civil Rights Festival
April 29 • 9:00am-5:30pm • H Building

http://calendar.sdmiramar.edu/index.asp
http://www.sdmiramar.edu/faculty/governance

